
    Websites for Accessing the Curriculum 
 
 

      Literacy Websites 
 

                                                               
 

 
Phonemic Awareness 

 
http://www.wordcentral.com/mus/rhyme.html  
Grades: all ages  

Fill in the blanks a compose a 
poem in a snap  

 
http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/literacy.html 
Grades: PK-K  

Many activities and ideas for 
literacy center for Kindergarten  

 
http://www.findsounds.com  
Grades: All Ages  

Find free sound effects and 
musical instrument samples  

 
 
                                               

Phonics 
    

www.kizclub.com  
Grades: PK -2  

Wonderful resource for printable 
books for letter and sound 
identification.  

 
www.starfall.com   
 
Grades: PK- 2  

Learn the Alphabet and letter 
sounds, listen to stories and 
interact with many early reading 
activities.  

 
http://www.abcteach.com  
Grade level K-3  

5000 free printable worksheets 
plus many activities and ideas  

 
http://www.sesameworkshop.org/sesamestreet  
Grade Level PK -K  

Many literacy games and 
activities for parents and kids  

 
http://etv.ed.gov.hk/learnware/phonics/home.ht
m  
Grades: K-3  

8 interactive phonics games  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 Vocabulary 
 
 

http://www.earobics.com/gamegoo/gooey.htm 
Grades: K-2  

Really fun interactive games for 
1-3 includes opposites, spell a 
word, Matching letters and real 
or make believe and much more  

 
www.factmonster.com 
 

K-8 website with many 
activities. Check out Word Wise. 

 
http://www.literacy.uconn.edu/compre.htm#vo
cab  
Varying grade level  

Website that links to various 
vocabulary sites  

 
 
 

Comprehension 
 

www.storyplace.org  
Grades: PK- 3  

Online stories in both English 
and Spanish. Students can listen 
to the story and then follow up 
with activities  

 
http://www.kizclub.com/Sbody.html  
Grades: PK-2  

Many printable and online 
stories that are read to students  

 
http://fullmeasure.co.uk/powertalk  
All Grades  

Make your PowerPoint 
presentation and E-books speak! 
Download PowerTalk and then 
right click on your PowerPoint 
presentation and choose “open 
with PowerTalk”. All text boxes 
will be read  

 
www.readplease.com 
 
Grades: all ages  

Will allow the user to copy and 
paste any text into the 
Readplease window and have it 
read. The software is free or Plus 
version is available for $49.95  

 
 
 



 Fluency 
 
 

http://ipl.si.umich.edu/youth/storyhour/  
Grades: 1-3  

The Internet Public Library 
contains 10 text version or 
illustrated stories that students 
can read together.  

 
 
 

Free online Books and Summaries  
 
 

http://www.e-book.com.au/freebooks.htm#2 
Grades: 6 and up  

Web sites contains links that 
connects you to free e books  

 
http://www.gutenberg.org 
Grades: 6 and up  

17,000 ebooks  

 
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/ebooks 
Grades: 6 and up  

2,100 electronic books  

 
http://www.dltk-teach.com/minibooks/ 
All grades  

Mini printable books  

 
http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/stu
dent_material.asp?id=10 

Stapleless books to print and 
fold 

 
 
 

Writing Mechanics 
 

www.literacycenter.net/parents_teacher/writing
_center 
Grades PK-5  

Practice with both Paper and 
pencil and keyboarding skills  

 
www.learningpage.com/free_pages/galleries/ba
sics.html 
PK-1  

Free templates to practice 
writing skills  

 
http://www.dltk-
kids.com/type/writing_paper.htm 
Grades: K-5  

Print a writing paper with a 
variety of lines and/or themes  

 



Math Websites 
 

 
 
 

http://illuminations.nctm.org/ 
Grades: K-12 

Illuminations.  Hundreds of math 
activities and lessons 

 
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/index.htm  
Grades: K-12 

National Library of Virtual 
Manipulatives.  Online lessons 
using math manipulative 

 
http://edweb.tusd.k12.az.us/ekowalcz/math/ind
ex.htm   
Grades: K-12 

Interactive math activities such 
as geometry, algebra, and more 
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 Alternatives for Students Who Experience Handwriting Difficulties

 

Regular Pen or Pencil 

Pencil or pen with special grip,  
large size, etc. 

Pencil or pen with special grip and 
special paper 

 

Word pro

Compute

 

Single swi
dapted from 
ECHPOINTS” 
 Gayle Bowser 
 Penny Reed 

     TAM 
Word processor/computer 
cessor/computer with spell checker 

r with keyboard support for arm, etc 
to improve accuracy 
Computer with word prediction software to decrease 
needed keystrokes
tch or other alternate way of accessing 
keyboard  
Voice recognition software to operate computer 
without hands



 
 

Number “facts” sheets

Abacus/Math line 

Calculator with printout 

 

Alternatives for Students Who Experience Math Difficulties 

 
 
 
 
 

Calculator 
 
 
 
 

O 
 
 
 
 

Software w 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  Adapted from 
“TECHPOINTS” 
By Gayle Bowser 
  & Penny Reed 
        TAM 
Talking calculator
 with large keys and large LCD 

n-screen Calculator 

ith cueing for math computation 

 

Tactile/Voice output measuring devices 
(clock, ruler)
Software for manipulation of objects 



 Terrific Tech Tools for Reading and Writing Software 
Software Description Price Order Information

Awesome Library Download free Awesome talker program to read 
documents and books on web site.  

Free www.awesomelibrary.com 

Baileys Bookhouse Bailey and his friends invite learners to explore the 
sounds and meaning of words, rhymes and stories 

 www.riverdeep.net 
call 800-825-4420 for pricing 

Balance Literacy Incorporates guided reading, phonics and writing $299  Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Boardmaker Graphic database of over 3,000 pictures that can be 
used to create communication board, adapt books 
and assist students with emerging literacy skills 

$299 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Buildability Literacy Authoring tool for creating multi-sensory 
activities 

$99 Don Johnston  
Donjohnston.com 
800-999-4660 

CAST EReader Reads the Internet, word processing and scanned in 
text.  

$199 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Clicker 4 Creates writing grids, picture support  and speech 
output for emerging literacy  

$150 Don Johnston  
Donjohnston.com 
800-999-4660 

Co:Writer Word prediction software to assist student with 
spelling and literacy issues as well as reduce 
keystrokes for students who are physical impaired 

$320 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Draft:Builder Helps student to organize notes to assist in the 
writing process 

$149 Don Johnston  
Donjohnston.com 
800-999-4660 

Earobics 1 & 2 Systemically teaches phonological awareness, 
auditory processing and introduces phonic skills 

$59 www.cogcon.com 
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Inspiration Used by students grades 6 to adult to brainstorm, 
plan, organize, outline, diagram, and write. 

$59.00 – single 
$40.00 –10- 19 
$32.80 - 20-
34 
$28.95 – 35-49 

Diskovery Educational Systems 
1860 Old Okeechobee Road Suite 106 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409 
800-331-5489 ext 11 

Intelli Pics Studio Easy to use multimedia software $139 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Intelli Talk 2 Talking word Processor that combine graphics and 
speech 

$139 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Kidspiration Inspires students K-5 to see, organize, and develop 
their great ideas. 

$59 Diskovery Educational Systems 
1860 Old Okeechobee Road Suite 106 
West Palm Beach, FL 33409 
800-331-5489 ext 11 

Kurzweil A scanning, reading and writing tool that also 
contains a build in test taking option. 
Available both for Macintosh & Windows 

$1,895 color 

$1,095 B&W 

www.kurzweiledu.com 
800-894-5374 

Lets Go Read Helps student master basis of beginning reading. 
Students also expand vocabulary as they learn 
words in context of pictures, sentence, and books 

 www.riverdeep.net 
call 800-825-4420 for pricing 

Living Books Interactive storybooks with comprehension teacher 
resources. Titles include Just Grandma and me and 
Arthur’s Birthday 

You can buy 
single copies 
form Kidclick 
$15 or teacher 
resources at  
Riverdeep 

www.kidsclick.com 
 
www.riverdeep.net 

Math Companion 
Vol 1 

Generate worksheets to supplement your math 
program that cover calculations and word problems. 
(K-9) 

$59.95  www.toolsforteacher.com

Math Companion Generate exciting worksheets that cover topics $59.95 www.toolsforteacher.com 
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Vol 2 such as money, time, place value, elementary 
geometry and fractions. (K-9) 

Omni Form 5.0 Allows forms or test to be scanned and then filled in 
on the computer. 

$99 Staples 

Phonics Companion Generate fun worksheet which include activities for 
phoneme & word recognition, sound blending and 
spelling (K-3) 

$59.95  www.toolsforteacher.com

Picture It 
 
 
 
Pix Writer 

Picture It is the easiest and fastest software 
teachers can se to add pictures to text for creating 
a picture rich environment 
 
User selects a button, the word and picture, and the 
computer speaks! Make vocabulary setup easy 

$297 

$180 

 

$430 Bundle 

Slater Software Inc. 
351 Badger Lane 
Guffey, CO 80820 
Toll free (877)306-6968 
 
www.slatersoftware.com 
 

Read Write Gold Read & Write Gold is a simple to use toolbar that 
floats on top of any open application to scan, provide 
speech output, word predict and more. 

$645 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Reader Rabbit Different titles that help with Phonics skills. 
Some titles are free just pay for $5.95 for SH 

$9.95 www.reader-rabbit.com 

ReadPlease Reads any document that is copied and pasted into 
the program 

Free  http://www.readplease.com/

Research Assistant Helps organize information and automatically builds 
a bibliography. 

$49.95 www.toolsforteachers.com 

Scholastic Keys Collection of toolbars to make learning Microsoft 
Word Excel, & PowerPoint made easy for kids 

$59 www.ccvsoftware.com 
800-843-5576 

Soliloquy Reads stories aloud to model fluency and listening as 
the student reads aloud. Uses speech recognition 
technology to provide intervention when student 
struggles with word pronunciation 

$228 www.rmlearning.com/readingfluency 
1-877-444-8808 
fax 877-496-1968 
info@rmlearning.com 
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Speak Write 101 Download a free talking word processor for Polk 
County school board employees only. This 
software will read the web and has a built in 
talking dictionary. 
 

FREE  
http://www.msdlg.com/sw101/ 

Start to Finish Books with 3 levels  of support: Talking computer 
books, paperback books and audio cassette 

$69 per title 

bundles 
available  

Don Johnston  
Donjohnston.com 
800-999-4660 

Startwrite Teacher utility program to assist student learning to 
write in manuscript, cursive, and D’nealion 

Single Copy 
$39.95 

Lab Packs for 
$175.95 for 5 
computers 
School Site 
Licenses for 
$399.95 for up 
to 30 computers  

Startwrite, Inc. 
80 South Redwood Road 
Suite 215 
North Salt Lake, UT 84054 
 
Call 1-888-974-8322 

Type to Learn 3 Fun way to teach students to keyboarding skills. 
Keeps record of their progress 

$29.95 Toll-Free Phone: 1-800-321-7511 
www.sunburst.com 

Write Outloud Talking  word processor to assist student who need 
auditory feedback 

$99 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Writing With 
Symbols 

A talking word processor with 8,000 pictures $195 Exceptional Computing  
450 NW 58th St. Gainesville FL 32607 
352-3318847 
www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

Wynn Wizard Allows scanned text or the internet to be read. 
Contains a writing and study skills toolbar. Windows 
Only 

$9 99.95 www.freedomscientific.com 
(888) 223-3344 
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Standard Text 

Highlight text, use markers or other self-help aids 

Alternatives for Students Who Experience Reading Difficulties 

Changes in size of text, spacing, color of background, etc. 

 
 
 
 

Use picture/symbol with text  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use talking electronic device/software to “pronounce” challenging words 

 
 

Scan material into computer and use talking word processor  
 
 
 
  
 

Use electronic books  
  Adapted from 
“TECHPOINTS” 
By Gayle Bowser 
  & Penny Reed 
        TAM 



Technology Tools for Literacy 
 

Tools Strategies for literacy Price & Ordering Info 
BIGmack® 
Communicator 
The LITTLEmack 
Communicator 

$104 Bigmack 
$104 LITTLEmack 
 
www.ablenetinc.com 
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Partner One $95 Partner/One 
www.mayer-johnson.com 

Talking Symbol Notepad 
*only 10 seconds of record time 

Devices that record a single message: 
 Joining in with the repeated line of a 

familiar story 
 Teacher records directions for 

activities in a center 
 Students can verbally respond to 

comprehension questions 
 Students can say a characters dialog 

line from a book or play they are 
reading 

 Student’s can ask other student’s 
simple WH questions about the 
story read 

Comes in 3 pack $49 if you buy 
1 to 4 packs 
 
www.ablenetinc.com 

Partner Two 
Partner 4 

 
 

$125 Partner/Two 
$198 Partner/Four 
www.mayer-johnson.com 

iTalk2 $125   iTalk2 
www.mayer-johnson.com 
 

Go talk 4 
Go Talk 9 
Go Talk 20 
 

Multi-message devices: 
 Student retells a story in sequence 

by pressing each target 
 Guessing the sequence of the story 
 Teacher leaves step by step 

directions 
 Record environmental sounds and 

have students guess the sound 
 Teacher or student records the 

sound different letters make 
 Initial consonant sounds can be 

programmed to be added to same 
word endings such as:(b, c, m) for 
the word __at 

 Students can answer multiple choice 
questions for reading 
comprehension by placing A,B, C, 
D, on the device   

 Students can choose which book 
they want to read 

 Introduce new vocabulary words-
students push picture target to 
practice hearing new words 

 

$159 Go Talk 4 
$199 Go Talk 9 
$249 Go Talk 20 
 
www.mayer-johnson.com 

Communication Devices  
that Grow 
7 Level 
Communicator 
 
Communication 
Builder 
 

 This devices work like the multi 
message devices but the grids can 
be changed to increase the number 
of targets as the students skills 
improve 

www.enablingdevices.com 
 
 
$299.95 
 
 
$209.95 
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Bookworm  
Literacy 
Tool 

Select a book, clip it onto the 
BookWorm, attach page detectors and 
record each sentence or page to be read: 

 Students can listen to the same story 
as their peers and access it by 
pointing to a target to hear a page 
read or by activating a switch to 
hear the book in sequence  

 Students can participate in the same 
oral reading activities with peers 

 Students who need to study a story 
or who need repetition can repeat 
the story on their own time 

 Text can be recorded in 2 languages 
for ESL students 

 Phonemic awareness activities can 
be recorded with letter sounds and 
words 

 
 

$239 Bookworm 
 
 
www.mayer-johnston.com 

ComBoard 
 
 
 
All Turn It Spinner 

Board that houses a motor-driven 
pointer. The pointer is rotated until it 
reaches the desired picture symbol on 
the board by pressing a switch: 

 Word recognition-Place a variety of 
vocabulary words and have students 
stop the switch on the word that is 
called. 

 Academic games for reading can be 
devised with the student spinning 
and a letter is chosen. Then words 
with that initial sound must be 
given. 

 Match synonyms and antonyms 
 Match prefixes or suffixes to the 

word or picture 
 Match the word to picture 

$250  
 
 
 
$95 All Turn-It Spinner 
 
www.ablenetinc.com 

Powerlink 3  Make most electric appliances 
switch accessible 

 Allow students to independently 
access a tape recorder 

$182 
www.mayerjohnson.com 

Reading Pen   handheld scanning device  
 scan printed words 
 hear the text and definitions  
 see their definitions on the 

product's LCD screen. 
 Helps students with dyslexia or 

students learning to speak English 

$279 
 
http://www.quick-
pen.com/reading-pen.shtml 



FDLRS Sunrise Page 3 of 6  1/8/2007 

Tape Recorder 
 
 
 
 
 
Boom Box 
Switch adapted tape recorder for 
students with phyiscal limitations 

Adaptive and regular tape players can 
be used by students: 

 Strong readers can read and record 
their reading for other students to 
listen to in a listening center. This is 
a good idea for Priming (a weak 
reader can listen to the story a week 
before it is introduced to the whole 
group) 

 Those who need assistance with 
reading fluency can listen over and 
over to books read, to try and 
increase their timed readings 

 Students who have difficulty with 
paper pencil task can record their 
answers 

 Multi Channel Recorder can be used 
for students to record multiple 
choice answers when they have 
handwriting is impossible 

$15 -$30 
 
 
 
 
 
$94.95 
www.enablingdevices.com 

Whisper Phone   Hear Phonemes more easily 
 Read aloud books or poems 
 Accelerate development in speech 

training 
 Sound it out during vocabulary / 

spelling practice 
 Proofread written work  

 

Build your own 
Or 
$9.99 
http://www.twinsisters.com/ 
onlinecatalog/songsthatteach/ 
earlychildhood2/2317.htm 

Stop Watch or 
Timers 

 Students try to beat the clock to 
increase fluency 

$5-$15 
www.timetimer.com 

Magic Touch   
Window 
 

 Turn the computer screen into a 
touch screen through the USB port 
for direct access for student who 
have difficulty with the mouse 

www.exceptionalcomputing.com
$189 -$248 

Mouse Alternatives 
BigTrack 
SAM Track ball  

 Assist students who have difficulty 
using a standard mouse. These both 
have a switch access port 

www.infogrip.com  
$79 or $99 for switch access 
www.enablingdevices.com  
$225 has switch access 

Switch Interface 
Switch Hopper 
Intelliswitch 

 Allows a switch user to work the 
computer with software that is 
switch accessible. 

 Intelliswitch is a wireless interface 

 

www.enablingdevices.com  
$109.95 
 
www.intellitools.com 
$299 



Switches  There is a large variety of switches 
that can be used for students with 
physical disabilities who need an 
alternate input for the computer. 
These must be used in conjunction 
with a switch interface 

www.exceptionalcomputing.com
 Prices start at $40 

Alternative Keyboards 
1. Big Keys 

 
2. Intellikeys 

 

3. MiniKeyboard  
 

 Enables users with physical, visual, 
or cognitive disabilities to easily 
type, enter numbers, navigate on-
screen displays, and execute menu 
commands. 

 The mini keyboard helps students 
with limited range of motion such 
as those with Muscular Dystrophy. 
The large keyboard works well with 
students with cerebral palsy 

 
www.bigkeys.com $167 
 
www.intellitools.com $375 
 
 
 
 
 
www.tashinc.com $775 

AlphaSmart 
Neo 
Dana 

Enter and edit text, then send it to any 
computer for formatting or directly to a 
printer:  

 Its portability allows students to 
type anywhere and anytime. Keeps 
documents legible 

$200 
$229 
$399 
 
 
 
www.alphasmart.com 
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Franklin Talking 
Dictionary and 
Spell Corrector 

 Includes over 40,000 easy-to-
understand definitions 

 Automatic phonetic spell correction 
 Animated handwriting guide 
 Rhyme finder 
 Five word-building games 
 User created vocabulary word list  

$55.95 
 
www.franklin.com 

Leap Pad by Leap 
Frog  

 Phonetically sounds out words 
 Plays guided games and fun 

activities 
 Allows children to read and interact 

at their own pace 
 Has environmental sounds 
 User created vocabulary word list 

$59.99 
www.leapfrog.com 

Leap Mat by Leap 
Frog 

 Teach letter-name recognition, 
 Letter-sound association 
 Practice spelling three-letter words. 
 Distinguish initial, medial and final 

sounds 
 Recognize letters in sequence 

$120 
www.leapfrog.com 
 
 

Color 
Tranparencies 
 

 Colored filters may help a student 
with perceptually based reading 
problems overcome print or 
background distortion.  

$25 
www.onionmountaintech.com 



  
Grip Ruler  An adapted ruler will help a student 

with poor hand or finger dexterity 
grasp and manipulate a ruler  

 Helps student to track as they read 

$1.00 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Reading Guide  Helps students to track as the read 
while providing the advantages of 
colors 

$2.00 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Highlighter tape 
 
3 Point Erasable 
Highlighter 
 

*Highlighting is a skill that MUST be 
taught first. Give students a limited 
amount of tape or limit how much 
maybe highlighted on a page. 

 Highlight in text books that can not 
be marked in 

 Highlight main idea in paragraph or 
page 

 Highlight unknown words to be 
defined later 

 Identify vocabulary words 
 Color code parts of sentence 
 Color code question and then later 

match the answer with the same 
color 

$2.00 a roll 
$2.75 a pen 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Post It Notes   Simplify note taking by 
summarizing information on a page  

 Pre writing activity for 
brainstorming 

 Categorize 
 Prioritize assignments 

$1.00 to $12.00 for a set 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Page Tabs 
Flags 

 Mark division in book 
 Questions to study 
 Mark important information 
 Mark where student left off 
 Color code to categorize 

information 

$3.50 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Pencil Grips  Encourage proper hand-pencil 
positioning during writing.  

 Provides greater comfort, legibility, 
speed, and reduces hand fatigue.  

 

$.50-$10 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Raised Lined 
Paper 

 Provides a student with visual or 
tactile guidelines for writing 

 

$8.50 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Page Up / Reading 
Stand 

 Holds paper in a vertical position to 
help reduce glare 

 Works best for reading or copying 
 Place a list of commonly misspelled 

words for easy access 
 Use a group of page ups to hold 

letters so students can spell words 

$6.95 
www.onionmountaintech.com 
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or use words to create sentences 
 Place prompt questions to remind 

students as to what information they 
are reading 

Portabook  Up to 1/3 of people find that 
changing the orientation makes 
reading or copying easier. You can 
also use different size 3 ring binders 
to change the angle of materials  

 Provides a students with the ability 
to read and or copy from a different 
orientation 

 Store color filters or study guides 
inside 

$19.95 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

Reading/Writing 
Guides   

 The guides can help students keep 
their place while they are reading  

 Helps student write within the lines 

$4.50 page 
$1.50 signature guide 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

PageMark Dictionary  A dictionary thin enough to be a 
bookmark. Because it's used as a 
bookmark, it is always available 
when the student needs a definition 
for an unknown word in the text. 

$49. 95 
www.onionmountaintech.com 

 


