
 

   Our visit to… 

Lake Manatee State Park 



Notes for Caregivers 

Address 

20007 State Road 64 

Bradenton, FL 34212 

(941) 741-3028 

 

Park Hours 

8:00am until sundown, 365 days a year 

 

Fees 

Admission: $5 per vehicle, up to 8 people 

Camping: $22 per night plus tax, and a non-refundable $6.70 reservation fee 

(includes water and electricity) 

Canoe Rental: $10.00 for up to 2 hours 

Bicycle Rental: $2.00 per hour 

 

- Pets are allowed in the park, however visitors are responsible for cleaning up after their pets and keeping them on 

a 6 foot, hand-held leash at all times. Pets may not be left unattended and are not permitted in the swimming area. 

Service animals are welcome in all visitor use areas of the park. 

- Fishing, boating, swimming, and fires are allowed in designated areas only. Fireworks and hunting are prohibited. 

 

         More information can be found at https://floridastateparks.org/park/Lake-Manatee 

 



We are going to Lake Manatee State Park! There are a lot of activities at Lake Manatee 

State Park, like hiking, swimming, and fishing. I may be visiting for a picnic, a party, a 

fieldtrip with my class, or even camping overnight! The adult I am with today will tell me 

what things we will see and do. 



When we arrive at the park we will drive 

through a gate. This gate is always open 

if the park is open. When the park closes 

at night, the gate is shut and locked. 

If we are camping overnight, we will be 

given a special code to open the gate. 



Next we will stop at the ranger station. There may be a line of cars here waiting 

to get in to the park, but it is OK. The line will move quickly. 

At the ranger station we will meet someone who works at the park. This person 

can give us directions and answer any questions we have. 



We may go inside the ranger station 

to get things we need for our visit. 

We might rent bikes, borrow books 

and games, or buy a T-shirt.  

We can also ask for a brochure for the 

park. A brochure is a small book with 

a map that tells us about the park. 

There are animals on the shelves of 

the station but it is OK, the animals are 

not alive. 



After the park ranger station, we will drive 

to our destination. 

During our visit at the park, we may see 

this white truck, or a person wearing a 

park uniform. These people work at the 

park and are there to make sure everyone 

is having fun and being safe. I can look for 

them if I have any questions or need help 

during my visit. 



While we are visiting the park we will be spending most of our time outside. There 

are many different kinds of animals that live in the park. I may see them, or I may 

hear them as they move through the grass, trees, and water. I may hear bugs or 

birds chirping and singing. Many people find the sounds of the outdoors relaxing, 

but if it bothers me, I can wear my headphones or listen to music. 

Sometimes there is also a siren when the dam opens in the park to let the water 

through. This siren may be loud, but there is nothing to worry about! 



This is the main area at the park where people meet. There is a volleyball court, 

a playground, and lots of open space for me to run and play. 



There are big grills like this one in 

the meeting area, for people to 

cook hotdogs and hamburgers. 

I will keep my hands to myself 

and be careful around the grill, 

because it may be hot! 

It is important to do my part to 

keep the park clean. When I am 

done with my food and drink, I will 

throw away my trash and put my 

cans or bottles in the recycling! 



A short walk from the meeting area, we 

will see this building. Here, we can use the 

restroom, get a drink from the fountain, or 

rinse our feet off if they get sandy. 

There are outdoor showers too, for people 

who want to rinse off after swimming. 



Behind the restrooms is the path to 

the swimming area. It is important 

to go swimming only if I have an 

adult with me. There are lots of 

signs around the swimming area to 

keep me safe. I will remember to 

stay close to an adult and watch 

out for animals. 



These are special types of boats 

called canoes. We will see canoes 

near the swimming area. We may 

or may not rent a canoe on this 

visit. If I go out on the water in a 

boat or a canoe, I will wear a life 

vest at all times to stay safe. 

We will also see this path near 

the swimming area. It is a short 

walk that goes to the boat dock. 



This is the boat dock. Here, I 

may see people launching 

their boats into the water or 

fishing off of the pier. 

I can walk out onto the pier, but I will be very 

careful because sometimes if the pier is wet, it 

gets slippery. It also rocks a little bit in the water. 

It might be a little scary but it’s OK, I will not fall. 

If I want to go swimming, I need to walk to the 

swimming area. There is no swimming allowed in 

the boat dock area.  



If I am camping with my family or friends at the 

park, we will be given a camp spot at the park 

ranger station. 

We may set up an RV or a tent in our camp spot.  

We will see other people camping too. 



All of the campsites also have 

their own grill. I will keep my 

hands to myself and be very 

careful around the grill. 

All of the campsites have their own 

picnic bench, where I can sit and 

eat with my family or friends. 



Near my campsite there is 

a building with bathrooms. 

There is one side for boys 

and men, and another 

side for girls and women. 

Here is where I will go use 

the bathroom, take a 

shower, and brush my 

teeth while camping! 



When we are done visiting Lake Manatee State Park we will pack up our things, 

making sure to throw away all of our trash and clean up for the next visitors to enjoy. 

See you next time Lake Manatee! 
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