
AUTISM 

AND THE BLACK

Community 

 

CARD-USF HAS CREATED THIS DOCUMENT TO INCLUDE 
ARTICLES, RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY AND BOOKS 
CREATED FOR, ABOUT AND BY PERSONS WITH AUTISM 
AND ALSO POC.A

USF.TO/AUTISM 

CARD-USF@USF.EDU 

813-974-2532 

Updated Jan 2024A

mailto:CARD-USF@USF.EDU


      Autism in the Black 
Community

It’s  Not  Just  a  White  Thing:  Autism  in  the  Black 
Community  –  Pride  Magazine   

Disabilities,  Diversity,  and  a  Discussion  About  Black 
History  Month  –  Dr.  Lamar  Hardwick   

‘Autistic  while  black’:  How  autism  amplifies  stereotypes  – 
Spectrum  News  

Breaking  Down  The  Color  of  Autism:  Why  Black  Families 
Need  Access  to  Resources  Now  - Essence   

Obstacles  Black  Autistic  Individuals  Face  - American 
Autism  Association   

Racism  and  Protests  Social  Stories  –  Autism  Society   

30  Black  Autistic  People  You  May  Want  To  Know  About  – 
The  Art  of  Autism  

How  Race  and  Ethnicity  Affect  Diagnosis,  Treatment  and 
Support  for  Autistic  Children  and  Adults  - Forbes  

Are  Black  Girls  Overlooked  For  Autism  Diagnoses?  -
Successful  Black  Parenting   

Black  and  Autistic:  Advocating  for  Black  Autism 
Awareness  –  The  Kisha  Project   

Autism  &  Parenting  While  Black  - AANE 

How  Black  autistic  women  and  girls  are  excluded  from 
conversations  on  resources  and  research  - The  19th  

http://www.pridemagazineonline.com/its-not-just-a-white-thing-autism-in-the-black-community/
http://www.pridemagazineonline.com/its-not-just-a-white-thing-autism-in-the-black-community/
https://researchautism.org/disabilities-diversity-and-a-discussion-about-black-history-month/
https://researchautism.org/disabilities-diversity-and-a-discussion-about-black-history-month/
https://www.spectrumnews.org/opinion/viewpoint/autistic-while-black-how-autism-amplifies-stereotypes/
https://www.essence.com/lifestyle/parenting/breaking-down-color-autism-why-black-families-need-access-resources-now/
https://www.essence.com/lifestyle/parenting/breaking-down-color-autism-why-black-families-need-access-resources-now/
https://www.myautism.org/news-features/stigma-black-individuals-on-the-spectrum-face
https://autismsociety.org/racism-protests-autism-society-social-stories/
https://the-art-of-autism.com/24-black-autistic-people-you-may-want-to-know-about/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbooksauthors/2020/06/25/how-race-and-ethnicity-affect-diagnosis-treatment-and-support-for-autistic-children-and-adults/?sh=5ff27fd37f8b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesbooksauthors/2020/06/25/how-race-and-ethnicity-affect-diagnosis-treatment-and-support-for-autistic-children-and-adults/?sh=5ff27fd37f8b
https://successfulblackparenting.com/2022/04/02/are-black-girls-overlooked-for-autism-diagnoses/
https://thekishaproject.com/black-autism-awareness/
https://thekishaproject.com/black-autism-awareness/
https://aane.org/autism-info-faqs/library/autism-and-parenting-while-black/
https://19thnews.org/2023/06/black-women-and-girls-autism-data/
https://19thnews.org/2023/06/black-women-and-girls-autism-data/


  
 

    Supporting Black Students 

& Clients
How   Adults   Can   Support   the   Mental   Health   of   Black 
Children  –  Greater  Good  Magazine   

Black  Children  Often  Exhibit  Anxiety  in  Unexpected  Ways 
– Parents  Magazine 

Encouraging   Friendships   When   A   Child   Has   Autism   – 
Successful  Black  Parenting  

Building  Equity  and  Supporting  Black  and  Brown  Families 
of  Individuals  with  Autism  –  Echo  Autism  

Building   Connections   in   Black   Communities:   Faith, 
Autism,  Health  Care,  and  Research  - SPARK   

Reducing   Disparities   in   Care   for   Black   Toddlers   with 
Autism  Through  Partnerships  with  the  Black  Community 
– UNC  School  of  Psychiatry 

Black   Parents,   What   Questions   Should   You   Ask   at   Your 
Child’s  Therapy  Consultation?  –  The  Kisha  Project   

Tips  For  Finding  Swim  Lessons  For  Kids  With  Autism  –  The 
Kisha  Project  

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_adults_can_support_mental_health_black_children
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_adults_can_support_mental_health_black_children
https://www.parents.com/black-children-often-exhibit-anxiety-in-these-unexpected-ways-6836200
https://successfulblackparenting.com/2021/10/16/encouraging-friendship-when-a-child-has-autism/
https://echoautism.org/2020/09/building-equity-and-supporting-black-and-brown-families-of-individuals-with-autism/
https://echoautism.org/2020/09/building-equity-and-supporting-black-and-brown-families-of-individuals-with-autism/
https://sparkforautism.org/discover_article/black-communities-autism-research/
https://sparkforautism.org/discover_article/black-communities-autism-research/
https://www.med.unc.edu/psych/april-reducing-disparities-in-care-for-black-toddlers-with-autism-through-partnerships-with-the-black-community/
https://www.med.unc.edu/psych/april-reducing-disparities-in-care-for-black-toddlers-with-autism-through-partnerships-with-the-black-community/
https://thekishaproject.com/black-autism/
https://thekishaproject.com/black-autism/
https://thekishaproject.com/swim-lessons-for-kids-with-autism/


Research 
Autism  in  the  African  American  Population  - Springer  

Under-Representation  of  African  Americans  in  Autism 
Genetic  Research  - NCBI   

Autism  and  the  African  American  community  - Taylor  and 
Francis  

Study:  Black  Children  with  Autism  Receive  Delayed 
Diagnosis  - Psychology  Today   

Study:  Black  children’s  Autism  diagnosis  typically 
delayed  3  years  - AAP  

'I  am  so  fearful  for  him':  a  mixed-methods  exploration  of 
stress  among  caregivers  of  Black  children  with  autism”  – 
NCBI  

Spotlight  On:  Racial  and  Ethnic  Differences  in  Children 
Identified  with  Autism  Spectrum  Disorder  (ASD)  - CDC  

The  Scholarly  Neglect  of  Black  Autistic  Adults  in  Autism 
Research  - Autism  in  Adulthood  

Black  Under-Representation  Initiative  - FAU  CARD   

Locating  Black  Autism  Research  Guide  - Trinity  College 

https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-1-4614-4788-7_155
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3645854/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3645854/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19371918.2011.579499
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/neuroscience-in-translation/202009/study-black-children-autism-receive-delayed-diagnosis
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/neuroscience-in-translation/202009/study-black-children-autism-receive-delayed-diagnosis
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/13808
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/13808
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9542792/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9542792/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/addm-community-report/differences-in-children.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/addm-community-report/differences-in-children.html
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/aut.2021.0086
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/aut.2021.0086
https://www.fau.edu/education/centersandprograms/card/blackinitiative/
https://dianapaulin.domains.trincoll.edu/locating-black-autism/research-guide/black-autists-1700s-present/


Disability Rights 
Disability   Rights   In   Black   - National   Disability   Rights 
Network   

#BlackDisabledLivesMatter  –  The  Nation  

Black  History  Month:  Lois  Curtis  Artist  And  Disability 
Advocate  Paved  The  Way  –  The  Art  of  Autism   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

Resources 
CONFERENCES   
2024 African American Conference on Disabilities   – 
February 14-15th  
2024 Autism in Black Virtual Conference   - April 19-

21st   

PODCASTS  
Autism in Black Podcast 
What it's like to be a Black autism researcher 
Talking Black Children With Special Needs  

WEBSITES  
The Kisha Project  

  

 

Autism in Black

The Color of Autism Foundation  
UCLA CART Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Resources

https://www.azdisabilitylaw.org/african-american-conference-on-disabilities/
https://funnels.autisminblack.org/2024-aib-conference-tickets
https://directory.libsyn.com/shows/view/id/autisminblack
https://www.spectrumnews.org/features/multimedia/podcasts/what-its-like-to-be-a-black-autism-researcher/
https://successfulblackparenting.com/2019/09/30/7081-2/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthekishaproject.com%2Fcategory%2Fautism%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmegangrant%40usf.edu%7C7491048aa68b4c56916008dafd49da13%7C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa%7C0%7C0%7C638100790881651000%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cq0zmSpTzSsmNx1odgm1zynGbyX5QYUs7BjZNrjsJ5Q%3D&reserved=0
https://www.autisminblack.org/
https://thecolorofautism.org/
https://www.semel.ucla.edu/autism/equity-diversity-and-inclusion-resources
https://www.ndrn.org/resource/disability-rights-in-black/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/blackdisabledlivesmatter/
https://the-art-of-autism.com/disability-history-month-lois-curtis-artist-and-disability-advocate-paved-the-way/
https://the-art-of-autism.com/disability-history-month-lois-curtis-artist-and-disability-advocate-paved-the-way/


Books 

 

These books are available for FREE in the   CARD

eLibrary!   

Out  of  My  Mind  
Sincerely,  Your  Autistic  Child   
The  Secret  Life  of  a  Black  Aspie  
An  Unkindness  of  Ghosts  
Disability   and   the   Church:   A   Vision   for   Diversity   and

Inclusion  
Moonwalking  
I  Will  Die  On  This  Hill  
From  Hurt  to  Hope  ...and  many  more!  

Check these books out at your local library or favorite 
bookstore!  

The   Resistance,   Persistence   and   Resilience   of   Black 
Families  Raising  Children  with  Autism   
Autism  in  Black  Matter  
Autistic  Reflections  in  A  Steel  Mirror  Reflected   
Same  But  Different:  Teen  Life  on  the  Autism  Express    
Get  a  Life,  Chloe  Brown:  A  Novel   
I  Am  Strong:  The  Life  and  Journey  of  an  Autistic  Pastor  

https://thekishaproject.com/books-about-autism/
https://www.amazon.com/Resistance-Persistence-Resilience-Families-Children-dp-1433174189/dp/1433174189/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=
https://www.amazon.com/Resistance-Persistence-Resilience-Families-Children-dp-1433174189/dp/1433174189/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=
https://www.amazon.com/Autism-Black-Matter-felix-neals-ebook-dp-B07563CMG9/dp/B07563CMG9/ref=mt_other?_encoding=UTF8&me=&qid=
https://www.amazon.com/Autistc-Reflections-Steel-Mirror-Reflected/dp/0999039318
https://www.amazon.com/Same-But-Different-Autism-Express/dp/0545094682
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/0062941208?tag=aiponsite-20&linkCode=ic5&ascsubtag=amzn1.infl.us.product&creativeASIN=0062941208&ref=exp_geekclubbooks_dp_vv_d
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/B01N6U4W1C?tag=aiponsite-20&linkCode=ic5&ascsubtag=amzn1.infl.us.product&creativeASIN=B01N6U4W1C&ref=exp_geekclubbooks_dp_vv_d
http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/resources/library.html
http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu/resources/library.html
https://a.co/d/8pSdPSR
https://www.amazon.com/Sincerely-Your-Autistic-Child-Acceptance/dp/0807025682
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/1602233217?tag=aiponsite-20&linkCode=ic5&ascsubtag=amzn1.infl.us.product&creativeASIN=1602233217&ref=exp_geekclubbooks_dp_vv_d
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/1617755885?tag=aiponsite-20&linkCode=ic5&ascsubtag=amzn1.infl.us.product&creativeASIN=1617755885&ref=exp_geekclubbooks_dp_vv_d
https://www.amazon.com/Disability-Church-Vision-Diversity-Inclusion/dp/0830841601
https://www.amazon.com/Disability-Church-Vision-Diversity-Inclusion/dp/0830841601
https://a.co/d/3aa9oWX
https://a.co/d/1cVEuCz
https://a.co/d/4WLyWMq



